
 
Honors English I Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school) 
 
1. Read Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. 
2. Complete reading journal. 
 
For each chapter you read or combination of chapters, write a paragraph (at least 5 sentences, well 
developed with good thought) in reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you 
thought about it. Do not merely summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help 
inspire you about what to say. You will be turning in approximately 10 paragraphs – combine some 
chapters to meet this goal: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
When you are finished reading the book, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each. (1/2 of assignment grade) 

 
1.  What does Atticus mean when he tells Scout that it is a sin to kill a mockingbird? 
 
2.  Based upon your response to question 1, are there any characters who qualify as “mockingbirds” in the  
     story? Who are they, and why might they qualify as mockingbirds? Explain.  
 
3.  Explain two lessons that you think Harper Lee wanted readers to learn from this book.  
 
4.  When the kids go to Calpurnia’s church, what insights does Calpurnia reveal to the children?   
     Why do you think this part is significant to what is happening in the story? 
 
5.   When the group of men come to see Atticus when he is guarding Tom Robinson, why do you  
      think they were there?  What do you think would have happened if Scout, Jem, and Dill  
      had not arrived?  Why do the men leave?  
 
6.   How would you describe Atticus Finch as a father, a lawyer, a friend, and a man? What traits  
      and actions reveal his character? Give examples from the book to support why you describe  
      him the way you do.   
 
7.   Use the following chart to keep track of characters’ motives and  
 
Characters who represent justice 
in Maycomb 

Characters who know injustice 
exists in Maycomb but are 
unwilling to fight for fairness 

Characters who represent 
injustice in Maycomb 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
Honors English II Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school to your English teacher) 
 
THE ALCHEMIST by Paulo Coelho published in 150 countries in 62 languages - 30 million 
copies sold worldwide- winner of The Golden Book Award, The Neilsen Gold Book Award, The 
Corine International Award, TheGolden Book Award, The Super Grinzane Cavour Book Award, 
the Flaiaino International Award and the Grand Prix Award among others. 
 
1. Read Paulo Coehlo’s The Alchemist 
2. Complete reading journal. 
 
For each chapter you read or combination of chapters, write a paragraph (at least 5 sentences, well 
developed with good thought) in reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you 
thought about it. Do not merely summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help 
inspire you about what to say. You will be turning in approximately 10 paragraphs – combine some 
chapters to meet this goal: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
Note: NOVEL IS NOT BROKEN INTO TRADITIONAL CHAPTERS, BUT IS SEPARATED INTO 
SECTIONS OF TEXT BY THE CHARACTERS. Page numbers may vary depending on versions of 
the novel, but all students are expected to turn ten to twelve reflections. 
 
When you are finished reading the book, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each. (1/2 of assignment grade) 
 
1. According to the author what is a "personal calling"? 
 
2. List the four obstacles that hinder us from confronting our own dream. How do they hinder us? 
 
3. What does the author say is the "secret of life"? 
 
4. What is the difference between the language of God and the language of the soul according to the 
soothsayer in in Tarifa? 
 
5. What is a Personal Legend? What is meant when Coelho explains: “it’s true; life is really generous to 

those who pursue their Personal Legend”? How was life generous to Santiago?  
 
6. What actions and qualities make Santiago a heroic character?  
 
7. Alchemy was a predecessor of modern chemistry and was largely based upon transformation of matter 

into gold. How does this concept apply to The Alchemist? In other words, why did Paulo Coelho choose 
alchemy as the inspiration for the title of his novel?  

 
 



 
 
Honors English III Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school) 
 
1. Read Kate Chopin’s The Awakening and Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea 
2. Complete reading journal. 
 
For each chapter you read, write a paragraph (at least 5 sentences, well developed with good thought) in 
reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you thought about it. Do not merely 
summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help inspire you about what to say: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
When you are finished reading the books, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each, choosing at least two questions for each novel. (1/2 of assignment grade) 
 
The Awakening 
 

1. What is the significance of the bird and wing imagery in the novel? What is their connection to the 
theme of flight and freedom? 

 
2. What is ironic about Edna’s relationships with Robert Lebrun and Alcee Arobin? What does each 

man bring to his respective relationship with Edna? 
 

3. Describe the symbolism in the two lovers and the woman in black seen by Edna. How do they 
connect to Edna’s circumstances? 

 
4. Based on the events of the novel, what statement does Kate Chopin make about the role of women 

in 19th century society? 
 
The Old Man and the Sea 
 

1. Based on Santiago’s actions, what does Ernest Hemingway say about proving oneself and 
masculinity? 

 
2. How does Hemingway use Santiago’s struggle with the marlin to comment on man’s relationship 

with nature? 
 

3. What is the role of superstition in the lives of the people in Havana (including Santiago)? Explain 
how luck is connected to fate.  

 
4. Despite his failings, what makes Santiago a heroic character? 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Honors English IV Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school) 
 
1. Read Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. 
2. Complete reading journal. 
 
For each chapter you read or combination of chapters, write a paragraph (at least 5 sentences, well 
developed with good thought) in reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you 
thought about it. Do not merely summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help 
inspire you about what to say. You will be turning in approximately 10 paragraphs – combine some 
chapters to meet this goal: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
When you are finished reading the book, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each. (1/2 of assignment grade) 
 

1. According to the events in the novel and the philosophies of both Dr. Frankenstein and the 
creature, what does it mean to be human? Where does one draw the line between what is human 
and what is not? Provide specific examples from the novel to support your answer. 

 
2. Many people mix up the creature and Dr. Frankenstein (i.e. many people call the monster 

Frankenstein when it is actually the creator’s name). What does this mix-up reflect about the 
story? Be specific and provide evidence from the novel to support your answer. 

 
3. Describe the narrative structure and the narrator in the letters. What is a frame story and how is 

this a good example of a frame story? 
 

4. Describe the monster’s life with the cottagers. What does he learn from the family? What is the 
condition of the family? How does the creature manage to help them? How does that affect the 
readers’ sympathies toward the creature? 

 
5. Read Mary Shelley’s 1831 introduction to Frankenstein. Describe the events that inspired her to 

write the novel. What does the introduction reveal about dreams, the psyche, and horror? 
 

6. How does the creature convince Victor to create a female for him? Why does Victor change his 
mind about creating the female? What are the consequences of this decision? 

 
7. Explain the ending of the novel through Walton’s letters. Is it a satisfying ending? Does good 

triumph over evil? Be specific and provide a solid explanation with evidence for your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 


